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Speakers 
Ceri Wyn Jones, Senior Family Support Officer, Gwynedd Flying Start 
Lowri Lloyd Williams, Family Support Worker, Gwynedd Families First 
Vivienne Laing, Policy and Public Affairs Manager NSPCC Cymru/Wales. 
Catriona Williams O.B.E., Chief Executive Children in Wales 
Andy James, Chair, Children Are Unbeatable! Cymru 
 
Cross Party Group Members 
Julie Morgan AM, Chair of Cross Party Group on Children and Young People 
David Melding AM Vice-Chair of Cross Party Group on Children and Young People 
Jane Hutt AM, National Assembly for Wales 
 
Attendees 
Diane Daniel, Chief Executive, Tros Gynnal Plant, 
Anna Elliot, BBC Cymru Wales 
Mike Greenaway, Director, Play Wales 
Rhodri Lewis, Children in Wales 
Jackie Murphy, Chief Executive Officer, Tros Gynnal Plant 
Sara Reid, Co-ordinator, Children Are Unbeatable! Cymru 
Tim Ruscoe, Public Affairs Officer Wales, Barnardo’s Cymru 
Wendy Thomas, Senior Legislation Engagement Officer, Welsh Government 
Nell Warner, PhD Researcher, Cardiff University 
Helen West, Assembly Support Staff, National Assembly for Wales 
Melanie Williams, Cardiff and Vale University Health Board 
Samantha Williams, Learning Disability Wales 
Jemma Wray, Children in Need, BBC Cymru Wales 
Geraldine Murphy, Development Officer, Children in Wales 
 
Apologies 
Llyr Grufydd AM, Vice Chair of Cross Party Group on Children and Young People 
Lorraine Childs, Cwmbran Integrated Children’s Centre 
Lena Evans, Families First Team Leader Aneurin Bevan UHB. 
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John Griffiths AM, National Assembly for Wales 
Prof.Judy Hutchings, Centre for Evidence Based Early Intervention 
Claire Jackson, Wye Valley Mediation Group 
Irene Mahon, Torfaen Flying Start Parenting Team Leader 
Kim Oak, Action for Children 
 

1. Welcome 
 
Julie Morgan AM welcomed everyone to the Group meeting. 
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Catriona Williams began by noting that this was a really important time for positive parenting 
while the Welsh Government’s consultation was running. She discussed the recent positive 
parenting conference which had been jointly run by Children in Wales, NSPCC, BASPCAN 
and IPSCAN and noted that it was really important to help the wider public understand the 
positive parenting initiatives. 
 

2. Contributions 
 
Andy James spoke about the Children Are Unbeatable Cymru equal protection campaign that 
has been going for nearly 18 years. He was pleased that the Welsh Government has reached 
this point. It was important now, he noted, to respond to the consultation and that the most 
important question was the first one i.e. whether the proposals would advance children’s rights 
in Wales. He urged people to respond to the consultation to support Welsh Government. 
 
Julie Morgan agreed that it was important to respond to the consultation to help back up the 
Government. It was important, she said, for AMs to pass on the positive parenting message. 
 
Ceri Wyn Jones, and Lowri Lloyd Williams, from Gwynedd Family Support began their 
presentation. As frontline workers they work directly with parents who have bee referred. The 
majority of parents understand positive parenting in practice, but relationship issues and things 
like sleep deprivation can aggravate difficulties. They conduct joint assessments with families 
to get to know them better and to help with positive change. They said the key thing they 
wanted to do was make a change in the parent’s motivation, something they treated very 
carefully. They said they were also trying to empower families. By discovering their motivation 
for change, they could encourage small bitesize changes, leading to long term sustainable 
changes. Their model invested in quality supervision and used transactional analysis. A lot of 
parents depended on their services to empower them and help them do more themselves. 
They are always there for assistance. 
 

3. Discussion 
 
Statistics indicate that the current generation of parents use physical punishment much less 
than previous generations. A question was asked about whether it was more common 
among grandparents, and if there was a generational divide. 
 
The issue was still something of a taboo subject in families and communities Ceri said so 
statistics were not entirely reliable, because a lot of parents or carers were not talking about 
it. 
 
Public Health Wales asked if the support officers had been working with parents with 
disabilities.  Ceri confirmed they had and that it was sometimes harder to talk to those 
parents, as some don’t believe they have learning disabilities. They offer one to one support 
using different techniques. 
 
Catriona noted that most parenting programmes have historically been targeted and asked 
what ideas the presenters had for all parents, not just those who have been iden tified as 
needing support. 
 
Ceri said that it was necessary to make sure that families don’t slip through the net. 
 
Wendy Thomas, who was working on the bill, said that it was important to raise more 
awareness amongst the public and that a big marketing campaign would be required. 
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Geraldine Murphy noted that a lot of professionals who work in multi-agency initiatives were 
at the Positive Parenting Conference.  Delivering support for parents in a universal, non-
stigmatising manner is key and a multi-agency approach was needed. 
 
Diane Daniel said that she had seen a presentation at the Children in Wales Policy Council by 
Millbrook Primary School which had been completely multi-agency. 
 
Vivienne Laing noted that positive parenting was a different approach to what most people 
had grown up with, and that respect and communication with children was key, as well as 
praising good behaviour and positive discipline. Children misbehave because they are 
learning boundaries; positive discipline teaches rules and boundaries. NSPCC’s new 
campaign ‘Take 5’, she said, was based on 43% of parents thinking smacking was acceptable, 
but only 5% being comfortable doing it. The campaign was to help parents calm down when 
they lose their cool.  
 
David Melding AM said that AM’s needed a sense of how the consultation on removal of 
reasonable punishment is going. The pattern of behaviour was certainly changing, he said. 
He also noted that press coverage seemed to have been positive and there wasn’t so sharp 
a reaction as was expected. 
 
Julie Morgan AM said that the press response had been good, and agreed that coverage was 
largely positive, noting that it was even positive in The Times and on an ITV Twitter poll. 
 
Jane Hutt AM, said that they needed a big response from social workers. In her experience a 
lot of people who should know about the consultation did not. There wasn’t a lot of time left to 
make them aware, she noted. 
 
Ceri said that it was important to bring smacking more in to the conversation in a neutral way 
to get honest answers from parents, and said that they can’t really help if they can’t do that. It 
shouldn’t be taboo, she said. It should be something that we can talk about. 
 
Tim Ruscoe noted that the law will change, and that then behaviour will change after time; the 
law won’t change behaviour straight away. He said that relying too much on online resources 
would lose the proactive face to face work. 
 
Ceri agreed and shared the same concern, especially for families on the threshold of getting 
support. 
 
Catriona noted that in some cases not all GPs and other professionals may not be interested 
or confident in advising on positive parenting and so it was important that face to face was 
kept in other services. 
 
Geraldine noted that in Swansea GPs have funded a family support worker for a pilot trial.  
The evaluation report will be available soon but early results show a reduction in referrals to 
social care. 
 
Diane Daniels asked what message should be sent to grandparents. They come from a 
different generation where smacking was socially acceptable and said that any message 
should be careful not to criticise their way of parenting. 
 
Sara Reid disagreed with Tim that the law won’t change behaviour. She cited the examples of 
smoking indoors, using the phone while driving and the use of seatbelts etc. 
 
The AM’s had to go to the Chamber and so Julie Morgan handed the chair to Catriona. 
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Catriona began to close the meeting, saying that universal awareness was key. 
  
Sara pointed out that there was a need to combat scaremongering and misinformation. It 
was mentioned in the debating chamber that ’thousands of parents will become criminals’ 
under the new proposals, a claim for which there is no evidence. 
 
Wendy Thomas said that a response to the consultation doesn’t have to be through the 
Welsh Government’s pro-forma. The Welsh Government will count letters and emails too. 
 
Catriona noted that at a meeting with the academics from Sweden they had said that there 
had been no spike in prosecutions after their passing of an equivalent bill. 
 
Wendy said that the bill will give more clarity, a simple answer of ‘No’ when parents ask if it 
is OK to hit their children where there is currently a grey area. Catriona was aware that 
ADSS had welcomed a change in the law and that it would assist the work of social workers. 
 
Catriona closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending, especially the speakers 
from Gwynedd. 


